
Now that you know a bit more about good website design and layout, it is time to get to the practical side of actually 

building the site.   

We will be using WordPress.  

Please note that there are two versions of WordPress: WordPress.org & WordPress.com. WordPress.org is what we will 

be using. It is the popular website platform that you have heard all the great things about. “The real WordPress” It is 

open-source and 100% free for anyone to use. All you need is a domain name and website hosting. This is why it is also 

referred to as self-hosted WordPress. WordPress.com  is a hosting service created by the co-founder of WordPress. It is 

a better choice for hobby Bloggers those starting a blog for their family.  

For WordPress.org all you need is: 

1. A domain (website address) 

2. Hosting (A place to store your Database and website files) 

Although WordPress itself is Free to use, it requires some coding knowledge to build your website. To make things easi-

er, various companies and individuals have developed an assortment of themes, templates and plugins, which have 

mostly eliminated the need to have any coding knowledge. Because these are developed independently they all have 

different costs attached. Most have a free version with limited functionality. They all have different free features and 

quite often sifting through all the different options the most time consuming task, especially when you are trying to find 

the most affordable options for your website’s needs. We will be working with Zakra theme and Elementor page build-

er. This combination is compatible with most plugins, Woo Commerce (for building online shopping sites) and also has 

great functionality that you rarely have to buy the Pro versions.  

We will have sent you your WordPress Login link, user name and password, these will direct you to this page: 

Lesson 2 :  Getting started with WordPress 

Choosing & Installing your Demo Theme 



Once you have logged in you will see this page. Click on get Started with Zakra 

This is what your website will look like before you have installed your Demo. Its important to not click on 

anything other than “Get started with Zakra” Otherwise you will end up here.  Its not a crisis if this happens 

to you, its just an extra step. 



Once you have clicked on: Get Started With Zakra” it will take you to the demo page. This is where it gets 

exciting! You get to preview 26 free templates/demo sites so you can choose the one that best matches 

your clients needs.  

You need to choose carefully, because if you change it after you have worked on a particular demo, the 

new demo will be installed and you will lose your work. You will see that there are some premium demo 

sites and you may be thinking that you would prefer one of those. Its not necessary to opt for the paid ver-

sion of Zakra. Remember these demos are just to save you time, you can completely customize the con-

tent. The best idea is to choose a header section that best suits your needs. You will see that some have a  

separate header with the menu section and others have the menu section over an image. This is probably 

the most important decision you need to make as this is the hardest part to change later  

 

You can preview all templates by hovering your 

mouse in the bottom of each theme. You click 

“import” when you want to install the theme. 

Header menu section is separate 

from Main (hero) picture /video. 

The header bar can be changed 

to any colour 

Main (Hero) picture/video is part of 

the header menu section   



Click on “CONFIRM” and wait for the template to install.  

We will use “Professional” for this tutorial 

Click on “import” and then “CONFIRM” 



Once it has installed, you can take a look at a live preview 

You will then see it installing. This can take  a while to import.  



This is your live website. Its probably not exactly 

what you had in mind, but do not worry, every-

thing can be customized.  

In lesson 3 we will customize the logo, site title, 

menu bar and footer bar, colours, layout, etc. 

In lesson 4 we will cover the page builder. This is 

where you will  use the page builder to turn your 

site into something that you will love.  

 

Take time to go through your site and see what 

elements there are that you like and don’t like.  

Use the information you have from lesson 1 and 

decide where you will put your elevator pitch, call 

to action, images, etc.  

This is still the planning phase. In lesson 3 we will 

start with editing and customizing.  

  


